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there appears no public necessity for granting them. A
man, therefore, cannot easily spend much money in
liquor, since he must walk three or four miles to the
place of suction and back again, which infers a sort of
malice prepense of which few are capable; and the habit-
ual opportunity of indulgence not being at hand, the
habits of intemperance, and of waste connected with it,
are not acquired. If financiers would admit a general
limitation of the ale-houses over England to one fourth
of the number, I am convinced you would find the money
spent in that manner would remain with the peasant, as
a source of self-support and independence.
All this applies chiefly to the country;—in towns,
and in the manufacturing districts, the evil could hardly
be diminished by such regulations. There would, per-
haps, be no means so effectual as that (which will never
be listened to) of taxing the manufacturers according to
the number of hands which they employ on an average,
and applying the produce in maintaining the manufactur-
ing poor. If it should be alleged that this would injure
the manufacturers, I would boldly reply, — "And why
not injure, or rather limit, speculations, the excessive
stretch of which has been productive of so much damage
to the principles of the country, and to the population,
whom it has, in so many respects, degraded and demoral-
ized?" For a great many years, manufactures, taken
in a general point of view, have not partaken of the
character of a regular profession, in which all who en-
gaged with honest industry and a sufficient capital might
reasonably expect returns proportional to their advances
and labor — but have, on the contrary, rather resembled
a lottery, in which the great majority of the adventurers
are sure to be losers, although some may draw consider-
able advantage. Men continued for a great many years
to. exert themselves, and to pay extravagant wages, not
in hopes that there could be a reasonable prospect of an
orderly and regular demand for the goods they wrought

